
We follow the Letters and Sounds 
programme. Letters and Sounds is 
a phonics resource published by the 
Department for Education and 
Skills which consists of six phases. 
 
Stream: phases 1-4 
River:  phases 5 & 6 



  

 Learning phonics will help your 
child to become a good reader 
and writer. 
Children need to be able to hear 
the separate sounds in a word 
and then blend them together to 
say the whole word. 
 



•Daily for 20 minutes  
•Fun, interactive, fast 



•Grapheme- letter or letters that represent a 
sound 

  a, sh, igh, ou, 

  

• Phoneme – unit of sound  

 



Split digraph (magic ‘e’) 
i-e, o-e, a-e, u-e, e-e 
        pie   pine 
 
        toe   tone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digraph – 2 letters that make 
one sound eg. ee, th, au 
 
 
 
             
 



Blending Hands 
Building words from phonemes to 

read. 

c  a  t 
cat 

 



Common Exception 
words 

 
Words that don’t 
follow the phonics 

rule. 

be 

the 

she 

mind 

today 

pull 

I 

my 



Resources 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk 



Year 1 Phonics Test 



Discuss likes and 
dislikes, character, 
plot and any 
interesting words the 
author has used. 

Developing a love of 
reading 

Read a story to your 
child and discuss it, 
enjoy making 
predictions together.   

When children 
struggle with a tricky 
word use clues: 
pictures, the rest of the 
sentence. 

Role model enjoyment 
of books, have some 
family reading time. 

Reading is not about 
just reading the words! 

Build up fluency by 
asking the child to 
reread some pages. 
Adults reread some 
modelling good 
expression.  

Share a range of books, 
please don’t just read 
the school book! 

Make it fun! 
Little and often. Stream: 1 or 2 
pages every night, River 2- 4 
pages every night. 


